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DEPARTMENT  OF 
TRANSPORTATION 

Saint  Lawrence  Seaway  Development 
Corp. 

TARIFF  OF  TOLLS 

Public  Hearing  on  Proposed  Revision 

The  Saint  Lawrence  Seaway  Develop¬ 
ment  Corporation,  after  discussions  with 
representatives  of  the  Government  of 
Canada,  proposes  to  revise  the  tariff  of 
tolls  which  the  Corporation  establishes 
and  administers  jointly  with  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  Seaway  Authority  of  Canada  for 
the  use  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Seaway.  The 
proposed  action  would  expand  tiie  num¬ 
ber  of  categories  into  which  all  cargo  is 
classified  and  upon  which  tolls  are  as¬ 
sessed  from  two  to  six;  reestablish  com¬ 
modity  tolls  on  the  all-Canadian  Welland 
Canal  section  of  the  St._  Lawrence  Sea¬ 
way  and  diminate  the  ‘present  lockage 
charges  on  that  section;  provide  for  the 
assessment  of  tolls  on  the  basis  of  metric 
tons  (1000  kilograms,  2204.62  pounds) 
rather  than  short  tons  (2000  pounds) ; 
and  increase  the  level  of  tolls. 

Toll  increases  are  necessary  to  meet  in¬ 
creased  costs  in  both  coimtrles.  As  a  re¬ 
sult  of  inflation  since  1959,  operating  ex¬ 
penses  have  increased  to  the  point  where 
revenues  are  no  longer  adequate  to  meet 
the  costs  of  the  Seaway  entities. 

The  U.S.  Seaway  Corporation  expects 
to  recover  about  $11  million  per  year  as 
its  new  29-percent  share  of  revenues  (m 
the  Montreal-Lake  Ontario  section.  This 
recovery  is  expected  to  permit  the  Cor¬ 
poration  to  continue  to  meet  its  opera¬ 
tions,  maintenance  and  most  of  the  oUier 
current  expenses  which  are  required  by 
statute  to  be  paid  from  charges  on  ves¬ 
sels  and  cargoes  moving  through  the 
Corporation’s  facilities. 

TTie  CorporatlMi  will  hold  public 
hearings  on  the  rates  of  tolls  in  Room 
301,  800  Independence  Av«iue,  S.W., 
Washington.  D.C.  on  October  13,  1977, 
and  in  the  Auditorium,  31st  Floor,  Fed¬ 
eral  BtiUdlng,  1240  East  9th  Street, 
Cleveland,  Ohio  on  October  19,  1977. 
Both  hearings  will  begin  at  10:00  a.m. 
EDT  and  nm  until  concluded,  subject 
to  adjournment  from  day  to  day  or  oth¬ 
erwise  at  the  discretimi  of  the  Admin¬ 
istrator.  Oral  presentaticms  at  both  hear¬ 
ings  will  be  limited  to  15  minutes.  Per¬ 
sons  or  organizations  desiring  to  present 
testimmiy  at  the  hearing  shall  submit 
to  the  Corporation  on  or  before  Octo¬ 
ber  6, 1977,  a  written  notice  of  their  in¬ 
tent  to  appear. 

Notices  of  appearance,  views,  data  and 
supplementary  statements  may  be  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  Saint  Lawrence  Seaway 
Dev^oiHneiit  Corporatlcm,  800  Inde- 
poadoice  Avenue,  S.W.,  Washington, 
D.C.  20501  (Attention:  Director,  Office 
of  System  Eobn<Mnlc  Analysis) . 


CoiiMENTS  Invited 

Persons  or  organizations  who  do  not 
desire  to  be  heard  m:  will  be  unable  to  be 
heard  or  wish  to  supplement  statements 
made  at  the  hearings  may  present  views 
or  data  on  the  subject  matter  of  the 
hearings  by  filing  written  comments  (in 
two  legible  copies)  with  the  Corpora¬ 
tion  on  or  before  October  31,  1977.  If 
the  hearings  are  continued  to  a  date 
later  than  October  19,  1977,  the  date  by 
which  written  comments  may  be  filed 
will  be  extended  to  10  days  after  the 
close  of  hearings. 

The  Corporation  particularly  urges 
the  submission  of  comments  relative  to 
any  negative  affects  the  proposed  action 
may  have  on  the  movement  of  water¬ 
borne  commerce  via  the  Seaway. 

It  is  requested  that  data  provided  in¬ 
clude  total  transportation  costs  for 
movements  of  cargo  via  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  Seaway  and  should  detail  individ¬ 
ually  all  pertinent  components  thereof 
including  all  inland  freight  costs  (rail, 
truck  or  water),  terminal  or  elevator 
charges  and  handling  costs,  ocean 
freight  costs,  and  other  significant 
transportation  costs.  It  would  be  helpful 
if  each  analysis  also  detailed  similar 
transportation  costs  by  alternative 
routes  in  order  that  the  potential  for 
diversion  can  be  adequately  evaluated. 

Background 

Pursuant  to  the  authority  contained 
in  Section  12(a)  of  Public  Law  358,  83rd 
Congress,  approved  May  13, 1954  (33  USC 
988) ,  the  Corporation  and  the  St.  Law¬ 
rence  Seaway  Authority  of  Canada,  on 
January  29,  1959,  promulgated  an 

agreement  to  levy  tolls  on  vessels  and 
cargo  for  use  of  the  St.  Lawrence  Sea¬ 
way.  That  agre^ent  stipulated  that 
the  Seaway  entities  would  subsequently 
review  the  Tariff  and  report  to  their  re¬ 
spective  Governments  on  the  sufficiency 
of  the  tolls  to  meet  statutory  require¬ 
ments  no  later  than  July  1,  1964.  After 
the  joint  review  of  the  first  five  Seaway 
navigation  seasons,  the  toll  review  period 
was  extended  for  two  years  by  fiuiiher 
agreement.  Following  public  hearings 
in  both  Canada  and  the  United  States 
in  May  and  June  1966,  respectively,  the 
Seaway  entities  filed  reports  to  their 
Governments  and  subsequ^tly  agreed 
that  the  existing  tolls  schedule  for  the 
Montreal-Lake  Ontario  section  of  the 
St.  Lawrence  Seaway  be  continued  un¬ 
changed;  that  the  division  of  tolls  re^ 
ceived  from  operation  of  the  Montreal- 
Lake  Ontario  section  woiild  be  73  per¬ 
cent  to  the  Authority  and  27  percent  to 
the  Corporation;  that  a  lockage  fee  of 
$100  per  lock,  phased  in  over  five  (5) 
years,  be  instituted  on  the  Welland 
Canal;  that  the  sufficiency  and  division 
of  tolls  would  be  reviewed  at  the  end  of 


the  1970  navigation  season;  and  that  all 
vessels  would  have  the  option  to  calcu¬ 
late  gross  registered  tons  according  to 
either  Canadian  or  United  States  rules 
of  measurement. 

The  Proposal 

The  subject  matter  of  the  presently 
scheduled  hearings  will  be  the  rates  of 
charges  for  transit  of  the  Seaway  under 
the  Schedule  to  the  St.  Lawrence  Sea¬ 
way  Tariff  of  Tolls.  The  Corporation  and 
the  Authority  have  agreed,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  the  hearing,  to  propose  a  revi¬ 
sion  of  the  charges  in  the  Tolls  Schedule, 
which  will  be  subject  thereafter  to  joint 
review  to  determine  the  extent  to  which 
the  proposal  will  form  the  basis  of  rec¬ 
ommendations  to  the  Governments  of 
the  United  States  and  Canada.  To  the 
extent  that' such  recommendations  are 
adopted  by  the  Governments,  they  will 
become  effective  at  the  opening  of  the 
1978  navigation  season. 

Under  the  proposed  action  the  cor¬ 
responding  toll  charges  per  short  ton 
(2,000  pound)  for  full  transit  of  both 
the  Montreal-Lake  Ontario  and  Well-' 
land  Canal  sections  of  the  Seaway  would 
be:  Bulk  Cargo,  90^*;  General  Cargo, 
$1.95;  Grain  (a  new  classification,  for¬ 
merly  charged  as  bulk  cargo),  65^;  Con¬ 
tainers  (a  new  classification,  formerly 
charged  as  general  cargo) ,  90^;  and  Gov¬ 
ernment  aid  cargoes  (a  new  classifica¬ 
tion,  including  cargoes  which  were  for¬ 
merly  charged  at  both  rates),  65<.  The 
existing  lockage  charge  of  $100  per  ves¬ 
sel  per  each  of  the  eight  locks  on  the 
Welland  Carnal  would  be  eliminated.  A 
charge  totaling  7^  per  gross  registered 
ton  would  be  assessed  on  vessels  trans¬ 
iting  each  section  of  the  Seaway. 

Drafting  Information 

The  principal  authors  of  this  docu¬ 
ment  are  Robert  J.  Lewis,  Director,  Of¬ 
fice  of  Systems  and  Economic  Analysis, 
and  Robert  D.  Kraft,  Deputy  General 
Coimsel. 

Further  Information 

Detailed  information  regarding  the 
proposed  revision  to  the  St.  Lawrence 
Seaway  Tariff  of  Tolls  may  be  acquired 
from  the  Corporation  by  contacting  Mr. 
Lewis,  at  202/426-2884  or  Mr.  Kraft  at 
202/426-3574. 

Note. — ^The  Saint  Lawrence  Seaway  De¬ 
velopment  Corporation  has  determined  that 
this  document  does  not  contain  a  majw 
proposal  requiring  preparation  of  an  Eco¬ 
nomic  Impact  Statement  tmder  Executive 
(hxler  11621,  as  ammded  by  Executive  Order 
11048,  and  OMB  Circular  A-107. 

Issued  in  Washington,  D.C.  on  August 
24,  1977. 

D.  W.  Oberlin, 
Administrator. 

[PR  Doc.77-24062  Plied  6-20-77:6:46  am| 
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would  you 
liko  to  know 

if  any  changes  have  been  made  in 
certain  titles  of  the  CODE  OF 
FEDERAL  REGUUTIONS  without 
reading  the  Federal  Register  every 
day?  If  so,  you  may  wish  to  subscribe 
to  the  "Cumulative  List  of  CFR 
Sections  Affected,"  the  "Federal 
Register  Index,"  or  both. 

Cumulative  List  of  CFR  Sections  Affected 

'  $10.00 

per  year 

The  "Cumulative  List  of  CFR  Sections 
•  Affected"  is  designed  to  lead  users  of 
V  fh®  Code  of  Federal  Regulations  to 
^  ^  amendatory  actions  published  in  the 
'  Federal  Register,  and  is  issued 
monthly  in  cumulative  form.  Entries 
Indicate  the  nature  of  the  changes. 

Federal  Register  index  $8.00 

per  year 

Indexes  covering  the 
contents  of  the  dally  Federal  Register  are 
issued  monthly,  quarterly,  and  annually. 
Entries  are  carried  primarily  under  the 
names  of  the  issuing  agencies.  Significant 
subjects  are  carried  as  cross-references. 

A  finding  aid  is  included  in  each  publication  which  lists 
Federal  Register  page  numbers  with  the  date  of  publication 

In  the  Federal  Register. 

Note  to  FR  Subscribers:  FR  Indexes  and  the 
Cumulative  List  of  CFR  Sections  Affected”  will  continue  . 
to  be  mailed  free  of  charge  to  regular  FR  subscribers. 


Mail  order  form  to: 

Superintendent  of  Documents,  U.S.  Government  Printing  Office,  Washington,  D.C.  20402 


There  is  enclosed  $ 


-  for . 


.  subscrIption(s}  to  the  publications  checked  below: 


CUMULATIVE  LIST  OF  CFR  SECTIONS  AFFECTED  ($10.00  a  year  domestic;  $12.50  foreign) 
FEDERAL  REGISTER  INDEX  ($8.00  a  year  domestic;  $10.00  foreign) 


Name  _  _ 

Street  Address _ _ _  _ _ _ _ 

City -  .  _  State 

Make  check  payable  to  the  Superintendent  of  Documents 
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